
Farmwise: Your essential guide to health and safety in
agriculture MISC165 HSE Books 1999 (FREE)

Preventing accidents to children on farms 
AS10(rev2) HSE Books 2000 (FREE)

5 steps to risk assessment 
INDG163(rev1) HSE Books 2003 (FREE)

Young workers and the law: A T&G guide 
T&G Young Members Forum TGWU 2003 (FREE)

Safe! Helping children to stay safe on the farm 
ISBN 0 7176 2196 0 VHS-PAL 14 Minutes 
HSE Books 2003 £20.00 +VAT

HSE publications are available by mail order from HSE
Books, PO Box 1999, SUDBURY, Suffolk CO10 2WA.  
Tel: 01787 881165, Fax: 01787 313995, 
Web: www.hsebooks.co.uk and www.hse.gov.uk

The TGWU publication is available from the T&G National
Young Members Forum. Contact Sharon Graham, National
Secretary for Youth & Development, Transport House, 
128 Theobald’s Road, Holborn, LONDON WC1X 8TN. 
Tel: 020 7611 2500

The law requires you to assess the risks to workers and
others who may be affected by your work activities. This
will help you decide what you need to do to comply with
the law and reduce the likelihood of accidents.

The Health and Safety Executive has developed
some interactive software to help you carry out a
comprehensive health and safety assessment of
your farm. Visit www.hse.gov.uk/agriculture for 
more information.

Transport and General Workers’ Union
Transport House
128 Theobald’s Road
LONDON WC1X 8TN
Tel: 020 7611 2500
www.tgwu.org.uk

National Farmers’ Union
Agriculture House
164 Shaftesbury Avenue
LONDON WC2H 8HL
Tel: 020 7331 7200
www.nfuonline.com

NFU Mutual
Tiddington Road
STRATFORD UPON AVON
Warwickshire CV37 7BJ
Tel: 01789 204211
www.nfumutual.co.uk

ADAS
Woodthorne, Wergs Road
WOLVERHAMPTON WV6 8TQ
Tel: 01902 754190
www.adas.co.uk

Health and Safety Executive 
Infoline - Caerphilly Business Park
CAERPHILLY CF83 3GG
Tel: 08701 545500
www.hse.gov.uk

Women’s Food and Farming Union
National Office, Stoneleigh Park
KENILWORTH 
Warwickshire CV8 2LZ
Tel: 02476 693171
www.wfu.org.uk

Farms for Schools
PO Box 27
HEBDEN BRIDGE HX7 5YZ
Tel: 01422 882708
www.farmsforschools.org.uk

Cardiff University School of Social
Sciences
Glamorgan Building, King Edward VII Avenue
CARDIFF CF10 3WT
Tel: 02920 875179
www.cardiff.ac.uk/socsi

This information has been produced by the following
organisations working in partnership:

Farm risk assessments

Useful information

45 dead 
more than 400 injured

Be ResponsibleBe responsible

keep children safe on your farm

Remember that although parents have a particular
responsibility to prevent their children straying or
trespassing into areas where they may be at risk, all
adults working in agriculture – employers, employees,
contractors or other visiting workers – MUST take
responsibility for the safety of children and young people.



Forty-five children and young people have died and
more than 400 have been seriously injured on farms in
the last ten years.

By working through the checklist all those involved in
farming should be able to help prevent accidents to
children and young people.

❏ Make all young people, including visitors, aware of
the hazardous areas of the farm. Use warning signs
to help you.

❏ Establish rules about what young people can and
can’t do on the farm.

❏ Keep track of where family members are playing or
working and when they are expected to return.

❏ Supervise young people when they are helping on
the farm.

❏ Store guns and ammunition in a locked strongroom
or cabinet.

❏ Ensure chemicals and pesticides are correctly
labelled and locked away.

❏ Provide a secure play area for children to keep them
away from livestock, machinery and traffic.

❏ Plan traffic routes to avoid reversing vehicles. Direct
traffic away from the farmhouse. Where possible
adopt a one-way system.

❏ Provide drivers with a clear view at corners and
entrances. Install mirrors to increase visibility if
necessary.

❏ Warn drivers that children may be in the area.
Display suitable warning signs.

❏ Keep the farmyard clear and tidy.

❏ Cover all access points on augers, conveyors and
elevators with strong guards or covers which are
securely fixed in place.

❏ Secure all heavy wheels and gates or store them flat
on the ground.

❏ Stack all materials and goods to prevent them from
toppling over and make sure they are kept this way.
Arrange stacks to prevent children climbing to high
places.

❏ Avoid openings in the sides of haystacks or
strawstacks that could be used as dens.

❏ Store all ladders securely to prevent unauthorised use.

❏ Keep stores closed and locked when not in use.

❏ Unplug all portable tools and appliances when not in
use and store them out of reach of young people.

❏ Ensure all vehicles, especially their braking systems,
are properly maintained. Check that all mirrors are
clean and properly adjusted. Consider fitting CCTV
cameras to help eliminate the driver’s blind spots.

❏ Remove keys from machinery and vehicles when
parked or standing idle. Always apply the parking brake.

❏ Keep all keys in a secure place out of reach of children.

❏ Lower implements to the ground and lock cab doors
when tractors are parked.

❏ Ensure that guards are in place to prevent access to
dangerous parts of machinery, especially exposed
rotating shafts. Every PTO shaft must be fully
enclosed within a robust guard.

❏ Do not allow children and young people to play on or
near tractors or other agricultural machines.

❏ Children under 13 years old must not drive or
operate tractors or other farm machinery.

❏ Children under 13 years old must not ride as
passengers on tractors, ATVs or other farm
machinery. Children 13 years old and over can only
ride on a tractor if a passenger seat and seat belt are
fitted and the seat belt is worn.

❏ Do not allow children under 16 years old to operate
an ATV. If the child is 16 or over they must wear a
suitable helmet and be properly trained.

❏ Remember that everyone must be trained and
competent to do the tasks they are required to carry
out on a farm. Training may have to be tailored to
suit children and young people as they only have a
limited awareness of risks and are both physically
and mentally immature.

❏ Prevent children and young people from playing in or
around livestock areas. 

❏ Provide adult supervision when children come into
contact with farm animals.

❏ Make sure all fences, gates and pens are sturdy and
kept in good repair.

❏ Securely fence all slurry pits/lagoons to prevent
children and young people falling into them. Ensure
tank covers are always in place.

❏ Cover and fence all sheep dips to prevent children
getting into them. Never leave sheep dips unprotected.

❏ Always wash your hands after handling livestock.

❏ Make all arrangements for summoning help if there is
an emergency. Make sure all family members know
what to do.

❏ Prepare a list of emergency telephone numbers.

❏ Make sure that someone on the farm has had basic
first-aid training and is able to carry out resuscitation
if required.

❏ Provide first-aid kits to treat minor injuries. Minor
wounds should be washed with clean water and
covered with a suitable dressing.

General hazards

Introduction

Farmyard and outbuildings

Machinery and vehicles

Livestock

Emergencies


